Oral hypoglycemic agents for noninsulin-dependent diabetes mellitus in the cat.
The use of oral hypoglycemic agents for the treatment of noninsulin-dependent diabetes mellitus (NIDDM) is still in its infancy. The purpose of this article is to summarize the current knowledge regarding the use of oral hypoglycemic agents in cats. Oral hypoglycemic therapy is more successful when the veterinarian is aware of the mechanism of action of the drug, as well as its dosage, side effects, and drug interactions. A short section on combining insulin with oral hypoglycemics and monitoring therapy with oral hypoglycemic agents is also included.